
Buying or leasing a car  

Most guest teachers who can drive drivers purchase a car for their own use 
while they are in the United States. If you are interested in purchasing a car, 
enlist the help of a colleague or a friend. Used cars vary widely in price, but the 
most economical cars are usually purchased directly from a seller, not from a 
car dealership.  

New cars lose roughly 25–40% of their resale value immediately after pur- 
chase—you can avoid this expensive mistake by looking at used cars that are 
1–3 years old. Older used cars are even cheaper.  

A colleague or one of your neighbors are in the best position to 

help you find a good, reliable, and fairly priced car. When deciding 

how much to spend on a car, remember that you will also have to pay sales 
tax, registration and safety inspection fees, insurance, gasoline, and any 
repairs or maintenance. At the end of your stay, you can re-sell your car to 
someone else.  

Leasing a car is like renting, but over a longer period of time. The advantages 
of leasing a car are fixed, known costs per month, you don’t have to resell your 
car, and any maintenance problems are typically covered under warranty. 
Disadvantages include typically higher overall costs, limited miles, and a fee if 
you must terminate your lease early for any reason.  

Remember that in any car purchase, you can negotiate price, guarantees, and 
any other terms of the deal. The best general advice in car purchasing is to 
determine your budget before you go car shopping, stick to it and have a 
trusted friend from the area with you. 

 

For leasing, new or used cars, Danny Labrum is the best place to start. Just go 
to the dealership and ask for Danny. Danny will buy the car back when you go 
home, what a great benefit! 
https://www.labrumchevrolet.com/ 
 
For used cars: 

https://www.labrumchevrolet.com/


Beto has been helping Wasatch SD guest teachers find cars for over 8 years! 
We trust him and he finds reliable vehicles.  Contact Beto’s Used Car Sales: 
801-494-9056 
 
Other local options: 
Mountainland Auto Sales 
https://www.mountainlandautosales.com/ 
 
Summary of options: 

1) Lease a new vehicle or buy a new vehicle 
-Typically this is a two-year lease but it is possible to break the lease 
sooner if necessary. 
-to purchase a car, you would need cash because you do not have credit 
in the US but discuss options with Danny, he may be able to help! 

       2)   Buy a used vehicle 
 -always have a mechanic check the vehicle 
 -requires a cashier’s check for payment (cash, no credit) 

 -is purchased “as-is” this means the seller is not liable for selling you a 
car that later  breaks down etc. 

 
 
 
Car insurance and registration 
After you purchase your car, you will need to register it with the office of 
motor vehicles. 
The fee ranges from $-$$$ depending on the car you buy. Labrum Dealerships 
help with this process 
Here is the site: https://dmv.utah.gov/ 
 
This is also where you can learn about getting a Utah Driver’s license. 
Insurance will cost you less if you have an American license so expect to pay 
more with an international license. 
 
Car Insurance Companies Recommended by guest teachers: 
Progressive 
Bristol West 
Geico – full coverage with AAA 
Sorenson Ins. 
Horace Mann – best after you have a Utah license 

https://www.mountainlandautosales.com/
https://dmv.utah.gov/


Bear Mutual 
 


